PARLIAMENTARY   REPUBLIC
which it did not experience in person, because its sons did not
serve in the army. The defeat of 1870 changed these sentiments;
war now appeared to the bourgeoisie under the guise of invasion
and has become a haunting terror ever since the universal military
service has called upon the sons of the bourgeoisie to take a personal
part in it.
The idea of revanche (avenging a reverse), with which the
nationalists have dallied, has always been rejected by the political
leaders, who were correctly informed with regard to the real
sentiments of the nation. The Government's whole efforts have
tended towards the maintenance of peace, which seemed threatened
by the preponderance of Germany and the Triple Alliance. It
was with a view to avoiding war that it accepted the enormous
military expenditure imposed by the 'competition in armaments*
and eagerly sought the protection of the Russian empire, whose
power it exaggerated.
Hampered in Europe, the activity of France found an outlet
in other continents, where, especially in Africa, France has
acquired a very great colonial empire, the second in the world
in extent. But with the exception of Algeria, where a French-
speaking population has grown up, filled with a spirit of colonial
enterprise, this empire, founded almost in spite of the Chambers
and of public opinion, does not seem to have had any appreciable
effect upon the evolution of the nation up till the War.
JTHE   IMMEDIATE   EFFECTS   OP   THE   WAR
It is still too soon to detect the lasting effects of the War upon
the evolution of the nation; all that is possible is to indicate its
immediate effects, without knowing whether these may not be
transitory. Painful as this crisis has been for contemporary genera-
tions, it does not seem to have changed the trend of the nation's
evolution, but merely to have hastened it.
The shrinkage in population (amounting to nearly two million
between the censuses of 1911 and 1921) has not been entirely
compensated for by the return to the nation of the 1,700,000 in-
habitants of Alsace-Lorraine recovered from the German Empire.1
The result has been a shortage of labour, which has led France to
1 According to the census of 1931, it has risen to 41,800,000 again,

